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MINNESOTA NOW BYLAWS 
(Revised at MN NOW State Conference 5/16/92, 3/2/96, 5/6/00, 4/28/01, 4/3/04, 4/18/09) 

 
ARTICLE I.  NAME. 
 
The name of the organization shall be the Minnesota National Organization for Women, Inc.  It shall exist 
and operate as a unit of the National Organization for Women, Inc. 
 
ARTICLE II.  PURPOSE. 
 
The purpose of this organization is to take action to bring women into full participation in the mainstream of 
American society now, exercising all privileges and responsibilities thereof in truly equal partnership with 
men.  This purpose includes, but is not limited to, equal rights and responsibilities in all aspects of 
citizenship, public service, employment, education, and family life, and it includes freedom from 
discrimination because of race, ethnic origin, religion, age, marital status, sexual preference/orientation, or 
parenthood. 
 
ARTICLE III.  MEMBERSHIP. 
 
SECTION 1.  MEMBERS.  Any person who is a member of National NOW and whose primary membership 
is with a Minnesota NOW chapter or who is a member-at-large residing in Minnesota shall be a member of 
Minnesota NOW. 
 
SECTION 2.  VOTING RIGHTS.  Each member who has been a member in good standing for thirty (30) 
days prior to the date of any meeting of members shall be entitled to one vote on each matter submitted to a 
vote of the members. 
 
SECTION 3.  AUTHORITY.  The members, voting at the State Conference, shall constitute the policy 
making body of the organization. 
 
ARTICLE IV.  MEETINGS OF MEMBERS. 
 
SECTION 1.  STATE CONFERENCE. The State Conference is the supreme governing body of Minnesota 
NOW. State Conferences shall be held annually during the months of March, April or May. The purpose of 
the State Conference shall be to elect officers, elect at-large delegates to the State Board, and transact such 
other business as may come before the members.  The chapter responsible for the following year’s 
conference shall be determined at each State Conference and shall designate a State Conference Coordinator. 
The conference call shall be mailed via postal mail and/or email or other electronic method to 
all members of Minnesota NOW not less than forty-five (45) days prior to the conference. 
 
SECTION 2.  QUORUM.  Fifty (50) percent of the members who are registered and in attendance, including 
two officers, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 
 
ARTICLE V.  OFFICERS 
 
SECTION 1.  TITLES AND DUTIES. 
 

A. PRESIDENT.  The president shall preside at the State Conference and at meetings of the State Board 
and Executive Committee; shall appoint members of standing committees with the approval of the State 
Board; shall be an ex-officio member of all committees except the nominating committee; shall convene 
new chapters; and shall perform such duties as are directed by the State Board. 
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B.  VICE PRESIDENT.  The vice president shall perform the duties of the president in the absence of the 
president; shall be the chief assistant to the president; and shall perform such other duties as assigned by 
the State Board. 
 
C.  SECRETARY.  The secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of the State Conference, the State 
Board, and the Executive Committee; shall maintain a record of all committee chairs and chapter 
presidents/convenors; shall conduct correspondence as directed by the president or the State Board; and 
shall furnish the officers and State Board members a copy of the minutes of meetings not more than thirty 
(30) days following each meeting. 
 
D.  TREASURER.  The treasurer shall be the custodian of all State funds and shall make disbursements 
of funds as directed by the State Board, president, Executive Committee, or the State Conference.  The 
treasurer shall prepare an annual budget, subject to the approval of the State Board. 
 
E.  LEGISLATIVE COORDINATOR.  The legislative coordinator shall prepare a legislative platform to 
be discussed and voted upon at the State Conference.  S/he shall coordinate all legislative and lobbying 
activities of the organization and shall keep state and chapter leadership informed of legislative issues and 
actions. 

 
SECTION 2.  NOMINATIONS.  Nominations of candidates for office shall be from the floor of the State 
Conference. 
 
SECTION 3.  QUALIFICATIONS.  Only members in good standing of National NOW for not less than one 
year and of Minnesota NOW for not less than three (3) months prior to the conference shall be eligible to 
hold office.  Officers must reside in the state of Minnesota. 
 
SECTION 4.  ELECTIONS.  Officers shall be elected annually by a majority vote of the members present 
and voting at the State Conference whose preferences are counted in the final tally at the conference.  If there 
are more than two persons running for the same office, preferential voting shall be used. 
 
SECTION 5.  TERMS OF OFFICE.  Terms of office shall begin thirty (30) days following the conclusion of 
the State Conference, and shall end thirty (30) days following the conclusion of the next year's Conference, 
or when successors have been duly elected.  No person shall be eligible for election to the same office for 
more than three (3) consecutive full terms. 
 
SECTION 6.  VACANCIES.  The State Board shall have the power to fill vacancies by voting at a regular or 
special board meeting.  A vacancy in any office may be filled by any Minnesota NOW member who meets 
the qualifications.  Notice of vacancies will be presented to the general membership at least thirty (30) days 
prior to the filling of that position.  A state office shall be considered automatically vacant if the officer 
misses three (3) state board meetings during one term, or moves out of Minnesota. 
 
SECTION 7.  SUSPENSION OR REMOVAL OF OFFICERS.  Any officer who fails to comply with her/his 
duties as described in these bylaws, or whose actions are contrary to the purposes of NOW and injurious to 
the organization, may be removed from office upon a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the State Board.  A petition 
signed by at least twenty-five (25) members from at least three (3) chapters of Minnesota NOW specifying 
charges may be presented to the State Board to initiate removal from office proceedings.  Notice of the 
pending action must be given in writing by registered mail to the officer in question.  The charges and the 
officer's response must be given to the general membership at least thirty (30) days prior to such a vote. 
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ARTICLE VI.  STATE BOARD. 
 
SECTION 1.  GENERAL POWERS. The State Board is responsible for ensuring the financial health of 
Minnesota NOW and implementing the mission, vision and policies of Minnesota NOW as determined by 
the State Conference.  The State Board may adopt standing rules and procedures.  Actions taken by the State 
Board shall not be in opposition to, or in modification of, the purpose or policy of the organization as set 
forth by the State or National Conference. 
 
SECTION 2.  MEMBERS. 
 

A.  CHAPTER DELEGATES.  Each chapter shall be entitled to one delegate for the first ten (10) chapter 
members and one for every fifty (50) members thereafter, with a maximum of three (3) delegates for any 
one chapter.  Chapters shall submit the names of the delegates and ranked alternates to the secretary no 
later than ten (10) days after the State Conference.  Delegates will take office at the first State Board 
meeting following the State Conference. 
 
B.  AT-LARGE DELEGATES.  Two at-large delegates and two ranked alternates shall be elected by at-
large members at the State Conference.  At-large delegates must be members-at-large of Minnesota 
NOW. 
 
C.  STATE OFFICERS.  State officers are voting members of the State Board. 
 
D.  MINNESOTA NOW FOUNDATION PRESIDENT.  The President of the Minnesota NOW 
Foundation is a voting member of the State Board. 
 
E.  PAC CHAIR.  The Chair of the Political Action Committee of Minnesota NOW is a voting member of 
the State Board. 
 
F.  TASK DELEGATES. Up to six additional voting delegates may be recruited and appointed by the 
State Board and/or the State Conference to serve in the following capacities: Fundraising Chair, 
Affirmative Action Chair, Volunteer Coordinator, Program Development Chair, Chapter Development 
Chair and Newsletter Chair.  Task delegates must be members of Minnesota NOW.  The State Board can 
remove a task delegate by a two-thirds vote of members in attendance after 30 days notice to said 
delegate.  The task delegate cannot vote on her/his removal or be counted in computing the number of 
members in attendance. 

 
SECTION 3.  VOTING RIGHTS.  Each Board member is entitled to one vote on each matter submitted to a 
vote of the State Board.  No Board member can hold any other voting position on the Board concurrently. 
 
SECTION 4.  REGULAR MEETINGS.  The first Board meeting shall occur within sixty (60) days after the 
State Conference.  The Board shall establish a schedule of a minimum of three (3) additional meetings a year.  
The schedule shall be published within thirty (30) days of establishment on the Minnesota NOW website.  
All meetings are open to any Minnesota NOW member. 
 
SECTION 5.  SPECIAL MEETINGS.  Special meetings may be called by a majority vote of the Executive 
Committee or at the request of one-fourth (1/4) of the members of the State Board. 
 
SECTION 6.  QUORUM.  Thirty (30) percent of the members of the State Board, including two officers, 
shall constitute a quorum. 
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SECTION 7.  VACANCIES.  Any chapter delegate vacancy occurring on the State Board shall be filled by 
selection of a delegate by the chapter involved.  At-large member vacancies shall be filled by the alternate at-
large delegates first, and then by the State Board.  At-large vacancies shall not be filled by the State Board 
prior to soliciting candidates via postal mail, and/or email, or other electronic methods.  An at-large position 
shall be considered automatically vacant if the delegate joins a chapter. 
 
SECTION 8.  ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

A.  PURPOSE.  The Advisory Committee shall serve as a resource to the State Board.  They shall receive 
State mailings, and upon request of the conference coordinator, shall conduct a workshop or otherwise 
facilitate the work of the State Conference.  They shall be non-voting members of the State Board, unless 
entitled to vote as a chapter or at-large representative, or as a state officer. 
 
B.  MEMBERS.  The members of the Advisory Committee shall be:  immediate past state president, state 
task force chairs, chapter presidents and convenors, Prairie States Region representatives to the National 
Board, state conference coordinator, immediate past state conference coordinator, and National committee 
chairs who reside in Minnesota. 

 
ARTICLE VII.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
 
The Executive Committee shall be composed of the Minnesota NOW officers.  Each person on the Executive 
Committee shall have one vote.  Where action is necessary between State Board meetings, the Executive 
Committee may act on behalf of the State Board, provided the action is consistent with existing NOW policy.  
The Executive Committee shall report all of its actions and decisions to the State Board.  All meetings of the 
Executive Committee shall be held only after adequate notice to all officers.  The Executive Committee may 
meet by any means, such as conference telephone calls, which will allow the officers to confer as a body.  A 
quorum of the Executive Committee shall be three officers. 
 
ARTICLE VIII.  COMMITTEES 
 
The State Conference or the State Board may, by a majority vote, establish State committees for the purpose 
of planning and directing the work necessary to realize the goals of the organization in a specific area.  The 
president may appoint committee chairs, subject to the confirmation of the State Board.  All committees 
except for Finance and Nominating shall dissolve at the end of each State Conference.  Committee members 
must be NOW members or volunteering toward earning a membership. 
 
SECTION 1.  FINANCE COMMITTEE.  The members of the Finance Committee shall be the State 
Executive Committee, and the immediate past state treasurer.  The duties of the Finance Committee shall be 
to assist the state treasurer in developing the state budget and in other financial matters. 
 
SECTION 2.  NOMINATING COMMITTEE. 
 

A. The Nominating Committee shall be composed of three (3) members who are elected annually at the 
State Conference. 
 
B. DUTIES.  The Nominating Committee shall not endorse individual candidates or slates but shall 
instead: 
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1. Accept nominations from members including self-nomination. 
 
 2. Determine that nominees meet qualifications as described in these bylaws. 
 
 3. Provide a uniform information sheet to be submitted by candidates. 
 

4. Assume responsibility for distribution at the State Conference of information on all declared 
eligible candidates. 

 
C.  VACANCIES.  Vacancies shall be filled by the State Board at a regular or special meeting. 

 
ARTICLE IX.  FINANCE. 
 
Minnesota NOW shall have a fiscal year running from January 1 to December 31. 
 
ARTICLE X.   AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS. 
 
These bylaws may be amended or rescinded, and new bylaws may be adopted, by a three-fifth (3/5) vote at 
the State Conference, provided that:  a) amendments shall have been proposed by the State Board, a chapter, 
or by petition of five (5) percent of the members; and b) such proposed amendments have been mailed via 
postal mail, and/or email, or other electronic method to members in good standing not less than thirty (30) 
days prior to the State Conference at which such amendments shall be discussed and voted upon.  The 
revised Minnesota NOW Bylaws shall be published on the Minnesota NOW website following the State 
Conference. 
 
ARTICLE XI.  GRIEVANCES. 
 
SECTION 1.  PURPOSE AND COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP.  It shall be the responsibility of the State 
Board to resolve all member grievances brought to its attention, only after all grievance remedies at the local 
level have been exhausted.  The State Board shall appoint, by lot, three of its members who shall arbitrate the 
grievance pursuant to applicable disciplinary procedures provided by the parliamentary authority designated 
by these bylaws, and whose decision shall be final.  No individual who is a party in the grievance or who is a 
member of a chapter involved shall serve on the grievance committee. 
 
SECTION 2.  AUTHORITY.  The grievance committee may, if it deems appropriate, recommend removal of 
an officer pursuant to Article V.  The committee may also recommend removal of a chapter charter to the 
National Board pursuant to Article XII of the National Bylaws. 
 
ARTICLE XII.  PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY. 
 
Except as governed herein, all proceedings of this organization shall be governed by Robert's Rules of Order, 
Newly Revised. 
 
ARTICLE XIII.  DISSOLUTION. 
 
Minnesota NOW may be dissolved only by mail ballot in which not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the 
members voting and in good standing approve of such a dissolution.  All ballots returned within forty-five 
(45) days shall be sued to determine the results.  Upon dissolution of Minnesota NOW, the officers and the 
Board shall, after paying or making provision for payment of all liabilities of the organization, remit all 
remaining assets to National NOW or Minnesota NOW chapters. 
 


